ALCOHOL POLICY FOR CAMPUS EVENTS 

As an institution of higher learning, Spring Hill College is committed to the formation of men and women who are intellectually, spiritually, socially, and morally mature.  One of the College’s objectives is to educate students regarding the responsible use of alcohol and the effects of its misuse/abuse on human behavior.  Therefore, it is appropriate that the College establish policies that enforce state law and reflect institutional values and aid in the promotion of a healthy Spring Hill community.  

Social activities are sponsored and encouraged by the Office of Student Life as an integral part of the Spring Hill College experience.  In an effort to establish mutual trust between students and administrators, we have developed guidelines for alcohol use for all members of the Spring Hill College community.  Just as the individuals who drink are responsible for their personal actions, the organizations sponsoring social events at which alcohol is served are also responsible for preparing, monitoring, and managing the activities of those who attend their functions.  The Office of Student Life does not discourage these events, trusting that students of the legal drinking age are acting responsibly.  We hope, however, that students will focus more on the event rather than on the alcohol and that pre-party drinking does not acquire disproportionate importance.

The following regulations are in effect for all events at which alcohol is served:

1. The location of off-campus social events will not be disclosed and students will be required to travel to and from the event by means of buses that will be provided by the sponsoring organization.  No student shall be admitted to an off campus event that did not travel on a designated bus.

2. The sponsoring organization is responsible for ensuring that a Public Safety Officer is present while students board buses.  This staff person will not permit any student who is intoxicated on board.  No alcoholic beverages are permitted in the bus loading area or on board of buses.

3. Organizations are required to have at least two students monitoring the area where buses are departing. Student monitors must check in with the student life staff member or security guard upon their arrival.  The role of the student monitors is to help maintain order amongst students and prohibit students from drinking while waiting for buses.

4. Independent security guards will check students’ identification and issue wristbands for those who are of legal drinking age.  No one will be allowed into an event with backpacks or with containers containing alcohol.

5. Sponsoring organizations will designate a team of at least 3 persons who will agree to remain sober for the duration of the event and assist enforcing all College policies.

6. Sponsoring organizations will ensure that third party vendors do not provide alcoholic beverage drink specials or alcoholic beverages at prices below the following prices per individual drink: draft beer-$1.00, mixed drink-$2.50, can beer-$1.25, bottle beer-$1.75. Sponsoring organizations will ensure that third party vendors will not provide shots to students free or at a price which is reduced from the highest retail price for each category of shot.
7. Free, non-alcoholic beverages will be provided by the sponsoring organization and they will be displayed in a prominent place for the duration of the event.

8. Substantial food will also be made available throughout the duration of the event.

9. Two advisors/alumni members of the sponsoring organization are to be present and designated as official chaperones at off-campus events.

10. Publicity for events shall not make explicit or implicit mention of alcohol or drinking.

11. For those events that take place on campus, regulations 6 – 10 shall be in effect.

12. Additionally, students not of legal age who are found drinking alcohol at any College event will be asked to dispose of the alcohol and may risk being escorted out of the event.

All students must abide by all policies regarding alcohol use set forth by the Office of  Student Life.  Student leaders within the College are expected to uphold these policies and to promote the ideals behind responsible alcohol use.  In the event that the aforementioned standards are not respected, individuals can expect appropriate sanctions and organizations can expect the loss of privileges.  Furthermore, serious disregard of these policies will result in appropriate amendments that are necessary to create, nurture, and sustain healthy and inviting residential and recreational environment that fosters growth and learning.
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